to the present generation that their ancestors reverenced any
being greater than man. It lias often occurred to me, while
perusing the journals of Missionaries in India, how very diffe-
rent our mode of husbandry is from theirs, though having the
same object in view, the gathering of spiritual food into the
garner of our God. Some have thought our difficulties in
Africa small compared with theirs. This may be so, but,,
among years of apparently fruitless labour, I have often wished
to find something by which I could lay .hold on the minds of
the natives. We have no inquiries after God, no objections
raised to exercise our powers in defence; but every Mohamme-
dan reveres Abraham, Moses, and our Lord, and there are false
notions of them to remove, and right ideas to introduce." Be
the difficulties, however, what they may3 and some Missiona-
ries, by the constitution of their minds, are-more able to
grapple with them than others, the attempt has been rarely
made. Yet, surely, it is an undertaking most honourable,
and, if successful, like the conversion of the Jew, more effica-
cious in its influence on the heathen. I greatly regret, there-
fore, that the Mohammedans have been overlooked. Hitherto,
indeed,* in the Turkish dominions, where the confession of
Christ would have led to martyrdom, the attempt could not
have been recommended. But happily the providence of God
has now opened the way, since the Sultan has proclaimed liberty
of conscience to his subjects; and I rejoice to learn that the
conclusion of this war will be commemorated in a 'manner
worthy of Christians, by the erection of a Protestant English
Church in the capital of our ally, and that the Church Mis-
sionary Society has. already seized the opportunity of forfning a
Mission to Turkey. Among the Persians, too, though dissent-
ing from what is considered the orthodox faith., the attempt
might be hazardous. But our own India affords an ample
field, in which, certainly, Missionaries would be exposed to no
danger of their lives. Yet, even in India, they seem, as a matter
of course, till of late, to have given their thoughts and endea-
vours exclusively to idolaters. This is a reproach which I am
anxious i remove; and I will hope, that if the Committees
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